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Application/Control Number: 09/658,356 P age 2 

Art Unit: 1743 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-13 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The reasons 
are fully set forth in the last Office action. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Samsoondar discloses a method for handling liquid samples for analysis which 
includes aspirating liquid sample into a tip and sealing the end of the tip. The sealed tip 
is subsequently utilized as a receptacle for further aspiration, reaction, and analysis. 
Samsoondar fails to suggest any of the presently recited steps by which a sample is 
aspirated from a tip to a test element for analysis, subsequently sealing the tip, and 
ejecting the sealed tip for additional analysis of sample liquid remaining in the ejected 
tip. 

Jacobs et al (BP 0864867) is a foreign counterpart to US 5846492, which was 
already considered and made of record. 

The remaining prior art references cited by applicant are considered pertinent as 
background information only. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey R. Snay whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1264. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1267. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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